The Abrazo
The newsletter of The Maryland Episcopal Cursillo

WINTER 2020

Truly I Tell You, You Are Missed!

B

rothers and sisters in Christ. I hope that each of you are looking forward to putting away the winter garb and
digging out those spring fling wardrobes. I for one am looking forward to spring and you probably are as
well. When I took on the position of MD Episcopal Lay Director I knew there was much work to be done. But
I also knew with God’s help nothing is impossible. Consequently, I decided that I would tackle the lack of
the Utreyas (down to two) and, just as sad, the lack of attendance/support at the Ultreyas. So, the Secretariat
decided to schedule the monthly meeting on the same date and two hours before the scheduled Ultreyas for
January at St. James’ Paris in Lothian and the February one at St. Martin’s in the Field in Severna Park. I was
hoping that more would come out to the Secretariat meeting and in turn more attendees at the Ultreyas. No new
attendees came to the meeting, but there were more at the Ultreyas. Unfortunately, the more were only the
members of Secretariat.

The Ultreyas are a once a month gathering to Pray, Sing (praise), and Commune with one another through
fellowship. It affords us the opportunity to take this one evening a month to focus on all that the Lord has done
for us and all that He has done for others. It provides the opportunity to recognize within ourselves and to share
with one another that close and sometimes intimate encounter we have experienced with our Lord in the
past week or month. I love hearing from others about their grace-filled experiences as well as sharing my own.
It provides us with the forum to share a good book, a good course, in another gathering that is focused on learning
and better understanding our Lord. It also provides one with the opportunity to brag a bit about things we have
been doing for our Lord. Ultreyas offer a great time for prayer and a great time to sing out like no one is listening!
I can’t began to tell you how many times I left the Ultreya thoroughly convinced that the witness talk was for me,
and that it was just right topic and just the right time to hear what that witness speaker was so willing to share.
If any of you have any thoughts, concerns or even criticisms I would welcome them. You can call me any time
day or night at (410) 610-1270 or if you prefer email jdcarta@hotmail.com. There are still two Ultreyas and,
God willing, there will soon be a third in Western MD. The Ultreyas are there, the only thing missing (and the
most important) is you! These gatherings truly help charge your Christian batteries as well as those of the rest of
us who attend. I hope to see each of you in the coming months at the MD Ultreyas. You are missed! Ultreya!
— Joe Carta, MD 50
Lay Director, MEC

Are You Hearing the Call?

There are currently several leadership roles open in the Maryland Episcopal Cursillo community.

Please prayerfully consider your call to serve.
For additional information, please contact Joe Carta, MD 50, Lay Director, Maryland Episcopal Cursillo.
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MARYLAND EPISCOPAL CURSILLO WEEKEND 116
Come to the Table! April 23-26, 2020

TEAM MEMBERS
TEAM MEMBER

PARISH

Joe Carta, MD 50
Emily Phipps, MD 109

St. James’, Lothian
Christ Church, West River

The Rev. William H. C. Ticknor, MD 28

Diocese of Maryland

The Rev. John Verdon, WTU 39

St. James’, Lothian

Rick LaRocca, MD 85
Margaret LaRocca, MD 85
Shelly Collinson, MD 82
Mickey Chite, MD 114
Tom Collinson, MD 82
Pam Mann, MD 90
Linda Mellott, MD 85
Sandra Hall, MD 87
Nancy Horkan, MD 55
Michelle Verdon, MD 114
Charles Wolf, MD 33

ROLE

ROLLO
Ultreya
Group Reunion
Sacraments I and II
Obstacles to Grace
Faith
Life in Grace

St. Mark’s, Highland
St. Mark’s, Highland
Christ Church, West River
St. James’, Lothian
Christ Church, West River
St. Thomas, Hancock
St. Thomas, Hancock
Christ Church, Port Republic

Weekend Rector
Assistant Rector
Spiritual Advisor
(Priest)
Spiritual Advisor
(Deacon)
Music Director
Musician
Head CHA
CHA
CHA
CHA
CHA
Table Leader

St. James’, Lothian
St. James’, Lothian
St. James’, Lothian

Table Leader / Float
Table Leader
Table Leader

Leaders
Piety
Laity

Community In Action
Environments
Study
Ideal
Action

Collect for 4th Day Movements

O Gracious God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, look with favor
on all those gathering around the world in Cursillo, Happening, Chrysalis, Walk to Emmaus, Via de Cristo,
Kairos, and other such movements. Grant both the leaders and candidates such wisdom, power, humility,
and grace that day by day they would more nearly follow Your Way, more clearly see Your Truth,
and more dearly love the Life You give through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
— The Rev. Dr. Richard Laribee

Maryland Episcopal Cursillo
c/o The Episcopal Church of Christ the King, 1930 Brookdale Road, Baltimore, MD 21244
Joe Carta, MD 50 - Lay Director
Sandy Hall, MD 87 - Assistant Lay Director
Pamela Blyth, MD 92 - Communications / Abrazo Editor / Website
The Rev. Joanna White, NY 21 - Spiritual Advisor, Secretariat
The Rev. Susan Oldfather, MD 101 - Spiritual Advisor, Servant Community
The Right Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, W-MI 68 - Bishop of Maryland
The Right Rev. Robert W. Ihloff, USC 67 - Assisting Bishop of Maryland
The ABRAZO is normally published 4 times a year.
Please submit information to the editor at MarylandEpiscopalCursillo@gmail.com

MDEpiscopalCursillo.com
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A Message From the MD 116 Weekend Rector

T

he theme for the upcoming weekend is Come to the Table, and I am very confident in saying that it promises
to be a spirit-filled weekend that will truly provide all attendee’s with a stronger understanding of what the
“To Do List” looks like in our Christian walks, and just how great and wonderful is the love our Lord and Savior
has for each and every one of us. No matter where we are from, what we have done or left undone, no matter who
or what we are, our Lord and Savior is consistently inviting us to come to His table. He never stops. I find myself
in total awe when I do come to His table and realize over the many years and many places just how many
faces have come. When we open our hearts, minds, and souls to sit, to ponder, to pray and to remember
all that our Lord endured for us at the crucifixion, all that He has given us and continues to give, and all that He
truly is – how can we not want to come to His table!
Pretty amazing in and of itself to think that this will be the 116th Cursillo Weekend held here in our lovely state of
Maryland. Please reach out to those now who you think would benefit from a Cursillo Weekend and invite them.
The deadline for candidate and sponsor applications is March 23rd. Don’t forget to write all of that meaningful
Palanca, and please mark your calendars now and plan on spending a lovely spring morning and day at Claggett
on April 26th. All the members of this team are really looking forward to seeing you at Mananitas and Clausura.
Please keep this wonderful team and all those that will attend in your thoughts and in your prayers.
Come on out, and come to the table!

— Joe Carta, MD 50
Weekend Rector, MD 116

Prayer for the Gift of the Holy Spirit
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful and kindle in us the fire of Your Love.
Send forth Your Spirit and we shall be created, and You shall renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful,
Grant that by that same Holy Spirit, we may be truly wise and ever enjoy Your consolations;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayer Palanca Sent in Support of Other Weekends

P

alanca was recently emailed in support of many upcoming weekends, including the following, for inclusion on
their Palanca Wall. Please pray for these weekends. Requests for weekend palanca from The Maryland Episcopal
Cursillo can be sent to MarylandEpiscopalCursillo@gmail.com
Central Ohio Emmaus, Women’s Walk #128, February 13-16
Central Alabama Walk to Emmaus #205, February 26-29
Lagniappe Country Louisiana Emmaus Men’s Walk # 86, February 27-March 1
KwaZulu Natal Emmaus, South Africa, Face to Face Encounter #122, March 3, 5, 10, 12
Faith Walk South Louisiana Men’s Weekend #39, March 5-8
Oxford Anglican Cursillo, March 5-11
Discipleship Walk Community, Central Florida, Women’s Walk, March 12-15
Diocese of West Texas Cursillo #284 March 12 - 15
Faith Walk South Louisiana Wommen’s Weekend #40, March 12-15
Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania Tres Dias, Women’s Discipleship Walk, March 12-15
Big Country, Texas, Men’s Walk to Emmaus #241, March 19-22
Lagniappe Country Louisiana Emmaus Women’s Walk # 87, March 19-22
Middle Tennessee Tres Dias, Men’s Weekend #50, March 26-29
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Talking to Someone About Attending a Weekend?

T

hinking of talking to someone about attending MD 116 as a Candidate? Have you “talked to Jesus about
you friend” and are now ready to “talk to your friend about Jesus?” Below are some talking points to
help start your conversation. Remember, the deadline for Candidate Applications is March 23!
_____________________________________________________________________

What is Cursillo?

An opportunity to grow in faith and in spirituality.
A deeper understanding of the teachings of Jesus and how we can serve Him.
An experience of living and sharing with others in a loving and caring Christian community and realizing that
this can be extended into our own environment.
 A continuing community that gives support and encouragement to help Christians carry out their Baptismal
Vows.
The key elements of the Episcopal Cursillo Ministry are
relationship, evangelism, and reconciliation
in the home, the parish, the community, and the world.




The Episcopal Cursillo Weekend:






Cursillo includes a time to experience living in a supportive Christian community though the Episcopal
Cursillo Weekend.
Across the country, dioceses offer Weekends following a three-day schedule that usually begins on Thursday
evening and concludes on Sunday.
Some dioceses offer Weekends following a shorter schedule that begins on Friday evening and concludes on
Sunday.
ALL Weekends include fifteen talks, five meditations and a Eucharist every day.
The Episcopal Cursillo Weekend is not a retreat.
√ It is an opportunity to meet clergy and laity seeking to strengthen our faith.
√ It provides an environment to experience the reality of the gift of God’s love through shared prayer,
individual meditation, worship, study, fellowship, laughter, tears, and unconditional love.

After the Weekend:




Each person returning from a Weekend is encouraged to actively participate in the Jesus Movement.
This time after the Weekend is known as the “Fourth Day” and extends for the rest of their lives.
Through the Cursillo community, there are ongoing means to support Christian living and ministry.

What’s expected of participants?

To be open and willing to respond to what you experience, to share your feelings with others, and allow them
to share theirs with you.
 To make a genuine effort to discover where you are and where or how you can grow in your Christian life.
 To feel secure in the knowledge that you are accepted where you are and as you are, and to know that a
specific response is not expected of you.


ULTREYA!

Talk to Jesus about your Friend
Before you talk to your Friend about Jesus.
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Maryland Cursillo is Calling YOU!

W

hat are your gifts? How has God blessed you in ways that you can share with the Maryland Episcopal
Cursillo? Many of us have fond memories of singing the lines, “This little light of mine, I’m going to let it
shine!” But over time, we may have begun to take our own gifts for granted, often underestimating them or the
contributions we can make.
Maryland Cursillo needs and values every one of us and welcomes our participation. Your gifts are needed to
make a difference in the lives of so many others. Whether it’s sewing, organizing projects, giving witness talks,
helping with art projects, preparing food, serving on a leadership team, assisting with the Agape, writing articles,
helping coordinate an Ultreya, or just making a joyful noise, YOUR participation is valued and needed!
You can download the Resource List from MDEpiscopalCursillo.com. Please take a few minutes to read
through this information and prayerfully consider where and how your light can shine on the Maryland Cursillo
Movement!
Ultreya!
— Pamela Blyth, MD 92
Communications Coordinator, MEC

The Cost of Discipleship

Cursillo is a continuing ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland, sustained by the
donations of the many friends and supporters throughout the Diocese
and beyond for whom Cursillo has been a gift.
Please consider making a financial donation to support this important ministry.

You can donate ONLINE by clicking here,

or mail this form to us at the address below.
YES, I will support Cursillo, by word and by deed, by holding Cursillo up in prayer
and by enclosing my financial gift of $
to further its ministry, or pledging to
contribute a monthly/quarterly gift of $ ____________ to sustain the work of MEC.
Please mail your donation or pledge to:

The Maryland Episcopal Cursillo
c/o The Episcopal Church of Christ the King, 1930 Brookdale Road, Baltimore, MD 21244
Name
Address

Date

Weekend #

Email:
Phone:

(home)

(cell)

Thank you !
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CANDIDATE APPLICATION
Maryland Episcopal Cursillo – Three Day Weekend
Preferred title (please circle): Mr. – Mrs. – Ms. – Dr. – The Rev. – The Right Rev.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street

City

Home Phone: _______________________________________________

State

Zip

Cell Phone: ______________________________

E-mail address: ____________________________________________ @ _____________________________________________
Occupation: _________________________________________________

Marital Status _________________________________

Name to be used on button ______________________________

Date of birth ___________________________________

Home parish: _______________________________________________

Clergy__________________________________________

Month/Day/Year

Do you require accommodations to satisfy dietary, physical, or medical restrictions? No _______ Yes _____
Please detail if YES ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Has your sponsor(s) discussed your participation in the 4th Day in grouping, attending Ultreyas, and
participating in a 4th Day workshop?
No ______ Yes______
After prayerful consideration, please write a brief statement about why you want
to attend a Cursillo weekend on the back of this form.
__________________________________________________
Candidate’s Signature / Date

__________

_______________________________________________
Sponsor’s Signature / Date

_____

Clergy Endorsement:
I know the above-named person and am aware that he/she is submitting an application to attend a
Cursillo Weekend. I am not aware of any issues that would preclude this candidate’s participation in
Cursillo at this time.
Clergy Name (Signature)

Name of Parish

____

Clergy Name (Printed)

PLEASE SCAN AND EMAIL THIS FORM TO:
MarylandEpiscopalCursillo@gmail.com

Contact us at the above address for technical assistance.

FEES SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE MARYLAND EPISCOPAL CURSILLO
c/o Sandra Hall, MD 87, Assistant Lay Director,
4310 Flora Ave., Prince Frederick, MD 20678
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SPONSOR APPLICATION
Maryland Episcopal Cursillo – Three Day Weekend
1. CONTACT INFORMATION
PRIMARY Sponsor:
Address:

Weekend #
Street

Home Phone:

City

E-mail address:

State

Cell Phone:

Zip

@

Candidate(s) being sponsored:

SECONDARY Sponsor (if applicable):

Weekend #

Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

E-mail address:

@

2. SPONSORSHIP REQUIREMENTS:
Date and location of your 4th Day workshop(s):
Are you a member of a permanent group reunion?

YES

NO

What Ultreya(s) do you normally attend?
Your parish:
3. SPONSOR’S COMMITMENT
As a sponsor, I/we will:

 Pray for my candidate(s) before, during, and after the Cursillo weekend.
 Discuss the weekend generally, including something about activities, the nature of the accommodations at
Claggett, and how to resolve any physical, dietary, or medical accommodations.
 Provide or arrange for the candidate(s) transportation to and from the weekend, including a meal on
Thursday night prior to arriving to the Cursillo.
 Discuss with my candidate the participation required on and after a Cursillo weekend.
√ Assist my candidate to find a permanent Group Reunion, or group myself with the new Cursillista(s).
√ Discuss with and accompany my candidates to the Reunion Ultreya
√ Discuss with and accompany my candidates to the 4 th Day Workshop
 Send the appropriate fees with both signed applications to the address below. The current fees may be found
on the Cursillo website at MDEpiscopalCursillo.com

NOTE: Candidates not attending a parish in this diocese are expected to financially support Cursillo in
their home diocese, not MEC; therefore, these candidates are required to pay the FULL weekend fee.
ALL fees are NON-REFUNDABLE 30 days prior to the Cursillo weekend.
Sponsor(s) Signature(s)

Date

PLEASE SCAN AND EMAIL THIS FORM TO:
MarylandEpiscopalCursillo@gmail.com
Contact us at the above address for technical assistance.

FEES SHOULD BE MAILED TO THE MARYLAND EPISCOPAL CURSILLO
c/o Sandra Hall, MD 87, Assistant Lay Director,
4310 Flora Ave., Prince Frederick, MD 20678
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RESOURCE LIST
Maryland Episcopal Cursillo

What gifts has God blessed you with that you will share with your brothers and sisters in Maryland Cursillo?
Please indicate areas of interest listed below and return this application to:
PLEASE SCAN AND EMAIL THIS FORM TO:
MarylandEpiscopalCursillo@gmail.com
Name ___________________________________________________ Date
E-mail
Phone: (Home)
Which weekend did you attend? ______ Teams served (and roles)?

Music
_____ Play a musical instrument.
What type(s) ________________________
_____ Interested in serving on the music team for a
weekend. (Must also submit an application)

(Cell)

Communications
______ Website Design and update
______ Assist with database management
______ Assist with Abrazo, brochure production
______ Assist with assembling and mailings
______ Write articles for the Abrazo
______ Bilingual, what language ____________________

Skill and Talent in weekend preparation
_____ Team Shirts __ new team member ____add on
_____ Bake Communion Bread
_____ Cord for wooden cross
_____ Able make weekend buttons
_____ Talent with design graphics, art.
_____ Make beds on Thursday of weekend
_____ Make Placemats

Assist on the Cursillo Weekend
_____ Assist Core team over the weekend
(require staying on campus)
_____ Assist set up for Agape
_____ Assist clean up for Agape
_____ Photographer for weekend photo
(requires standing on ladder)

Forth Day Workshop
_____ Leadership team
_____ Workshop team
_____ Give a talk
_____ Welcoming
_____ Food set up and or clean up
_____ Set up and or clean up
_____ Lead music

Serve the Secretariat or Servant Community
_____ Area Representative _____ Palanca Coordinator
_____ Treasurer
_____ 4th Day Representative
_____ Comptroller
_____ Music Coordinator
_____ Secretary
_____ Asst Lay Director _____
_____ Stewardship
_____ Pre Cursillo
_____ Weekend Representative

Ultreya Support
_____ Witness Speaker - List Ultreya(s)

Other gifts or talents you are willing share with the
Cursillo Community:

_____ Led an Ultreya - List Ultreya(s)
_____ Lead music at an Ultreya
Revised 03/2016

Received by___________________________________________

Date ___________
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Don’t Miss Out on Information & Updates !
Receive EMAIL Updates!
Consider joining the hundreds
of MEC Cursillistas who have already
signed up for the MEC Email list!

To be included, please email:
MEC Communications Coordinator at
MarylandEpiscopalCursillo@gmail.com
*************************

UPDATE Your ADDRESS !
Let us know if your Email OR Mailing
address has changed so you
won’t miss important information.
MarylandEpiscopalCursillo@gmail.com

Thanks

Maryland Episcopal Cursillo

Website

The Maryland Episcopal Cursillo website is a
great way to keep in touch with the Cursillo
community!
Information about special events, upcoming
weekends, candidate and team lists, updates to the
Secretariat and Servant Community contact list,
forms and other items of interest are available for
easy reference. You can even read the recent issues
of the MEC newsletter, The Abrazo, online at your
convenience.
Please be sure to visit us at

MDEpiscopalCursillo.com
And you can now
like us on Facebook!

THE JESUS MOVEMENT !
FOUR STEPS FOR CURSILLO ACTION
1. Find Christians who have the potential to influence their
environments, which may be home, work, church, geographic, or
social in nature;
2. Encourage those Christians and help them to see that God is
calling them to do His work where they are and help them offer
themselves to that work;
3. Empower those Christians with the means God offers
through the Church to be effective apostles, help them identify their
particular Christian vocation within their environments;
4. Link those Christians with one another for the work of
apostolic action through spiritual direction, regular small group
reunions, and frequent gathering of the groups for encouragement.
ULTREYA!!
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Secretariat
Lay Director
Joe Carta, MD 50
Assistant Lay Director
Sandy Hall, MD 87
Secretary
Anne Arms, N CA 105
Treasurer
David Richardson, MD 88
Comptroller
VACANT
Servant Community Dir
Shelly Collinson, MD 82
Northern Area Rep
Chris Werth, MD 87
Southern Area Rep
Charles Wolfe, MD 33
Western Area Rep
VACANT
Spiritual Advisor
Joanna White+, NY 21
Communications Coord.
Pamela Blyth, MD 92
Newsletter - Website - Email List - Facebook - Palanca

Servant Community
Servant Community Dir.
4th Day Coordinator
Music Coordinator
Pre-Cursillo Rep
Weekend Coordinator
Spiritual Advisor
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Monthly Ultreyas
3rd Friday, 7 PM
Alternates Location

St. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal Church
375 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
7859 Tick Neck Road, Pasadena, MD
Contact: Wadi Williams wwilliams@waeus.us
Kathy Skidmore-Williams rookujack@yahool.com

4th Friday, 7:30 PM
St. James’ Episcopal Parish
5757 Solomons Island Rd, Lothian, MD
Contact: Joe Carta jdcarta@hotmail.com

Shelly Collinson, MD 82
VACANT
Chris Snead, MD 81
VACANT
VACANT
Susan Oldfather+, MD 101

GREEN PALANCA
Click here to learn how your
donation supports the MEC
and how you can make an

ONLINE DONATION
Ultreya!

A Statement from the Episcopal Cursillo Ministry (ECM)
A Statement from the National Episcopal Cursillo, May 2008
Cursillo has always kept its eyes firmly focused on Jesus and on the Mission. One of the principles of the Cursillo
movement is that: We focus on Christ and His resurrection power in our lives, transforming us into the people He
would have us be. Theological disputes and political issues have no part in our agenda.
The Cursillo Movement is a movement that brings together all people, whether they might consider themselves to have a liberal
or conservative Christian philosophy or somewhere in between, for the common good of promoting Jesus Christ and God’s
Mission. It is Christ-centered and Christ-focused. The Policy of the National Episcopal Cursillo Committee is that it will not be an
organization with a political or social agenda. National Episcopal Cursillo is a movement of the Episcopal Church.
We recognize, however, that a number of individuals with connections and interest in the Episcopal Cursillo Movement
are no longer affiliated with the Episcopal Church. As a sign of reconciliation, we welcome those still able, as individuals, to be in
communion with the local Episcopal Diocesan Bishop and fellow Cursillistas, whether lay or ordained, to participate in the
activities of the Cursillo Movement. Furthermore, and always at the Diocesan Bishop’s discretion, we encourage an openness to
their continued participation and interest in the activities of the Episcopal Cursillo. It should be understood by all that as a part of
their participation, they agree to do so fully for the advancement of Cursillo, be supportive of the mission of Episcopal Cursillo, and
agree that they will not promote any political agenda.
What is clear is that National Episcopal Cursillo was created to serve the Episcopal Church in the United States, and we
are licensed by the Roman Catholic Church to do that. Despite our personal theological and political views, we are focused on
knowing Christ and making Him known to others. That is our call and in doing it lays our greatest joy. Ultreya! Ultreya!! Let us get
on with the day's apostolic action. Let us all pray for the Church and one another everyday.
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The Cursillo Method
Piety • Study • Action

Mark Your Calendar
MD Weekend 116 Candidate Deadline

March 23, 2020

April Secretariat Meeting

April 4, 2020 at 10 a.m.

All Cursillistas are invited to attend!

Ultreya Celebrating 15 Years of Cursillo
in the Anglican Diocese of Accra
All Cursillistas are invited to attend!

MD Weekend 116 “Come to the Table!”
The Bishop Claggett Center, Adamstown, MD
Sponsors’ Service
Las Mananitas
Clausura

MD Weekend 116 Reunion Ultreya & 4th Day Workshop
All Cursillistas are invited to attend!

MD Weekend 117

To Be Announced

April 18, 2020, 2-4 p.m.
St. Margaret’s Church, Annapolis, MD

April 23 – 26, 2020
April 23 - 7:00 p.m.
April 26 - 6:45 a.m.
April 26 - 3:45 p.m.

To Be Announced, 2020
To Be Announced

October 22 – 25, 2020

Make A Friend, Be A Friend, Bring A Friend To Christ

